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Poultry has emerged as the fastest growing segment not only in 

the livestock sector, but of agricultural sector as a whole.  Poultry 

keeping, both, on a small scale and large scale has flourished all over 

India.  Though poultry farming is an age old business in India, 

modern poultry breeding started in 1970s and large scale integrators 

have become prominent in last decade.  The modern poultry farm 

methods are based on total separation between chicken bred for meat 

production (broilers) and those bred for table egg production (layers).  

For broilers males are selected for growth and carcass quality while in 

females emphasis is on egg production and hatchability. 

 
History of Poultry development in India  

India and the neighbouring countries are considered to be the 

original home of the jungle fowl, from which the domestic birds have 

descended.  From India, it is said to have migrated westward reaching 

Greece in 525 B. C.  During the Iranian invasion these birds were 

carried to Palestine from where they slowly trickled into several parts 

of Europe including Italy and reached the British Isles.  By the 

beginning of the Christian era, it had widely spread over the western 

part of Asia and eastern parts of Europe from where it is reported to 
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have gradually made its way to other countries like Australia, 

America, Russia and Japan. 

The Christian Missionaries were the first to start a scientific 

poultry farming in India, towards the beginning of the 20th century.  

The first organized effort to develop poultry was made in 1957 when 

Second Five Year Plan was launched.  During the period an All India 

Poultry Development Project was initiated wherein regional centers 

were set up at Bangalore, Bombay, Bhubaneshwar, Delhi and Simla to 

acclimatize good quality stock under their respective agro-climatic 

conditions. 

The middle and late seventies recorded a tremendous progress 

in the poultry industry.  Central Avian Research Institute Izatnagar, 

near Barelly in U.P. was established in 1979 to provide strong 

research support to poultry industry both in the public as well as 

private sector.  In India poultry has come a long way from a backyard 

venture of the fifties to the modern, sophisticated dynamic agro-

industry.  A great increase in consumer acceptance of poultry meat 

and eggs have further strengthened its position. 

Poultry population and its distribution in India. 

Layers 

Andhra Pradesh stands first in the production of egg in India 

followed by Tamil Nadu, Maharastra, Haryana and Punjab.  As far as 

production pockets are concerned the Hyderabad – Secunderabad 

poultry pocket is the biggest in the country and the other pockets are 

Bombay – Pune – Nasik and Sangli – Miraj in Maharastra, Bangaluru 
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– Mysore in Karnataka, Namakkal – Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu, 

Gurgaon – Yamuna nagar in Haryana, Valsad – Kheda in Gujarat and 

Ajmer in Rajasthan.  At present layer production growth is estimated 

at 6 per cent annually.  The production of egg for the year 2012 was 

estimated at 71 million, up 6 percent over 67 billion eggs in 2011.  

Details of estimates of egg production from Fowls and Ducks are given 

in Table I and II respectively. 

Table – I 
Top 10 states estimated number of Fouls and Production of Egg 

in 2010-11 
 

State 
Estimated nos. of 
layers (in '000) 

Egg Production 
(lakh nos.) 

Andhra Pradesh 81838 201277 

Tamil Nadu 49632 115137 

Orissa 30492 23371 

West Bengal 22284 29838 

Maharashtra 19983 42245 

Haryana 15906 39644 

Karnataka 15559 30674 

Punjab 12655 35449 

Kerala 7737 16188 

Chhatisgarh 6260 12385 

Total (including others) 303658 614201 

 

Source:  State Animal Husbandry Dept. 
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Table – II 
Top 10 states estimated number of ducks and production of Egg 

in 2010-11 
 

State 
Estimated nos. of 
layers (in '000) 

Egg Production 
(lakh nos.) 

West Bengal 10460 11401 

Assam 1155 1299 

Kerala 686 668 

Tripura 528 609 

Orissa 344 200 

Jharkhand 339 333 

Jammu & Kashmir 294 411 

Manipur 238 282 

Bihar 229 368 

Uttar Pradesh 200 318 

TOTAL (including others) 14572 16044 

 

Source:  As in Table-I 

 

Nutritive value of Egg 

Poultry fanning is not only appealing for its economic benefit 

but also praise worthy for its nutritive value.  Considering the state of 

malnutrition in India, where a major section of population consume 

less than the minimum requirement of protein and calories, which 

leads to protein – calorie imbalance and consequently health 

problems, specially in growing childrens, egg can be the answer to this 

increasing problem. 

The edible portion of egg is made up of the yolk and albumen.  

The nutritive value of egg is given in Table III. 
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Table – III 
Nutritive value of Egg 

Nutrient 
Recommended daily 

allowance for moderately 
active man 

Available 
quantity in one 

egg. 

Energy(Kcal) 3000 90 

Protein(gm) 70 6.6 

Fat(gm) 50 5.5 

Carbohydrate (gm) 570 - 

Calcium (gm) 0.8 0.03 

Phosphorous (gm) 0.9 0.12 

Iron (mgm) 12.0 1.6 

Vitamin A (I, U) 5,000 600 

Vitamin D (I, U) 400 50 

Vitamin B1 (mgm) 1.5 0.095 

Vitamin C (mgm) 75.0  - 

Riboflavin (mgm) 2.0 0.19 

Niacin (mgm) 18 0.04 

 
Per capital availability of Eggs in India 

The per capital availability of eggs per year was 53 in 2010-11 

which was only 5 in 1950 – 51.  However, this level of consumption is 

dismally low, as compared to China, Srilanka, U.S.A. etc., We are far 

away from the recommended per capita consumption of at least 180 

eggs. 

 
Broiler Industry 

Among the edible meat, broiler is the lowest in fat content.  

Poultry meat contains more protein as well as more amino acids as 

compared to other meats.  The cholesterol content in this meat is very 

low.  Poultry meat is also an excellent source of minerals and 
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vitamins.  It contains good amount of phosphorous, iron and 

potassium.  This meat is the best natural source of niacin and a good 

source of riboflavin. 

Growth in the broiler industry is characterized as robust but 

volatile, with an estimated annual average growth of 10 percent.  

Indian broiler production is highly organized, with the formal sector 

contributing nearly 85 percent of the total output.  According to 

industry sources, approximately 60 to 65 percent of the organized 

sector is integrated, while the remaining operate independently.  The 

industry is concentrated mainly in the states Tamil Nadu, Andhra 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka and West Bengal. 

As far as data on estimated meat production from poultry is 

concerned it was 2193 thousand tonnes during 2010-11 of which 

Andhra Pradesh produced 400 thousand tonnes followed by 

Maharashtra, Haryana, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh. 

 
Consumption  

Indian broiler meat consumption is growing at the pace of 

production, which is estimated at 10 percent annually.  India's 

percapita consumption of poultry meat is estimated around 3 kg. per 

annum, with chicken emerging as a preferred protein option. 

In general there are large variations in production and 

consumption of poultry meat and egg in India across various states.  

The consumption is affected by various factors including taste and 

preferences, religious practices, per capital income, urbanization etc.,  
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The egg consumption in southern states has been increasing due to 

the inclusion of eggs in various Mid Day meal programmes. 

 
Price Fixation 

The Broiler coordination committee (BCC) at Palladam, 

Coimbatore sets the broiler price for different regions and the price 

moves daily.  This rate is considered the benchmark rate for broiler 

prices in India.  For table eggs, National Egg Coordination committee 

publishes daily prices for each of the major production and 

consumption centres. 

Table egg prices are usually high during cold wave duration in 

North India as the consumption peaks during this time.  The prices 

usually come down with the on set of summer season with prices 

usually bottoming out in April. 

Exports 

India has marginal presence in poultry exports though Middle 

East and Africa provides strong potential.  India's poultry export is 

marginal with current exports estimated at less than rupees 500 crore 

annually.  Country's exports are confined to table eggs, egg powder 

and SPF shipments to markets in Asia, Africa and Middle East. 

With India becoming one of the largest poultry producers and 

increasing investments in processed chicken manufacturing along 

with focus on improving cold chain infrastructure, Middle East, Africa 

and SAARC nations provide strong export potential.  Further value 
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added items like egg powder and SPF eggs are already well accepted in 

European markets though production for these items remains limited. 

 
Future 

The future of the Indian poultry industry could be even brighten 

with a growing domestic market and export opportunities, if the 

weaknesses and potential threats are more thoroughly addressed.  In 

this regard a strategic approach considering strengths, weaknesses 

and threats could be helpful in determining the future course of 

action. 

 
Strengths of the sector 

� Modernization in production system. 

� Steady growth over the years. 

� Availability of highly productive breeds. 

� Successful model of broiler integration. 

� Increase in the size of population. 

� An increase in the purchasing power of the people. 

� Urbanization. 

� Lower price of poultry meat. 

 
Weaknesses 

� Unhygienic slaughter practices. 

� Lack of infrastructural facilities. 

� Problem of cold storage facilities. 

� Large wet market and high volatility of broiler prices. 
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� Lack of authentic data collection. 

� Lack of adequate quality control standards. 

 
Opportunities 

� Urbanization and increase in income of the people. 

� Health and Nutritional Awareness. 

� Governments initiatives and support. 

� Retail sectoral development. 

� Increase in the demand for value-added products. 

� Export potential. 

 
Threats 

� Bio-security Diseases. 

� Increase in Feed costs. 

� High cost of credit. 

� Labour shortages and increase in labour costs. 

� Increase in Transport costs. 

 
 Considering the various opportunities that exist within India, 

there is enormous potential for this industry to grow.  The annual per 

capita poultry meat and egg consumption is increasing over these 

years still there is vast gap even between National Institute of 

Nutrition's recommended levels of 180 eggs and 11 kg. of poultry meat 

person.  This offers a tremendous opportunity for further integration 

and growth in industry.  The domestic broiler meat demand is 

expected to grow at around 15 to 18 percent, while table egg demand 
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is expected to grow at 5 to 7 percent in medium to long term, so the 

pace of development could be accelerated through a strategic 

approach to this sector, not only from producers but also from the 

government. 
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