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Hair has been synonymous with beauty both for men and women.  Hair 

is gods priceless gift and is important as the other parts of the body.  A person 

without hair on his head is called bald – headed, this leads to inferiority 

complex.  Bald –headed person always tries to acquire hair by spending great 

amounts of money on medicines and doctor's visits.  For women, hair is an 

extremely important part of their total self-image.  Many women today find 

themselves devoting countless hours trying to hide their hair loss problem, 

while also attempting to maintain their self-esteem.  In this regard the human 

hair industry is offering solutions through hair extension and wigs. 

 
Hair harvesting in India 

Human hair is harvested through the temples, villages and barbershops 

in India.  Among these types temple hair has a major share.  Collection of hair 

is taking place either through auctions or by offering some incentives. 

 
Temple Hair 

India is a country dominated with a huge religious population of hindus.  

Hinduism is an amazing religion consisting of various myths and beliefs in the 

name of faith.  One such belief in Hinduism is sacrificing ones hair in the name 

of god.  All the age group and gender are donating hair to the temple.  The 

donate or sacrifice is so called "tonsure" hair.  The Lord Balaji temple at 



Tirumala is the second busiest center in the world which collects tonnes of hair 

each week.  Tirupathi earns as much as one tenth of its annual revenue from 

the sale of hair offered by devotees. 

Thousands of people who visit the temple get tonsured to offer their hair 

to Lord Venkateshwara in keeping with a centuries old tradition.  

The temple authorities are auctioning hair in two phases.  First in 

September and then in March.  The hair in these auctions is usually sold by 

multiple tons.  A chain of buying continues from the main buyer to various 

middle men and wholesaler distributors.  Now-a-days e-auctioning is taking 

place and it attracts traders across the world.  The temple authorities auction 5 

categories of hair depending on length and texture viz., over 31 inches in size, 

16-30 inches long, 10-15 inches long, tonsured hair and Grey hair. 

For the first category price is over rupees 12,000 per kg. and the lowest 

is for tonsured hair about rupees 40 per kg.  During 2011-12 TTD (Tirumala 

Tirupathi Devastanam) sold 89.413 tonnes of first category of humanhair and 

about 188.491 tonnes of other categories.  During this period TTo earned nearly 

Rupees 200 crores through this auction. 

 
Village Hair 

This is a lower quality hair as compared to temple hair since it is derived 

from women's hair combs and brushes.  This is collected monthly by what is 

known as a hacker.  The small agents who tour villages offering poverty – 

sticken women small payments to part with their hair.  People who have 

temporary financial difficulties in depressed regions sell their hair to these 

agents.  Sometimes the hair of children is exchanged for sweets, toys etc.,  

 



Barber Hair 

This comes from the sweepings of the floor from barbershops.   

 
Global Demand 

The global trade in human hair and its products is soaring and becoming 

a major industry.  Celebrities are increasing the popularity of using real hair to 

supplement their own.  The celebrity culture has made hair extensions more 

popular and everyone wants hair from India.  In the international level the top 

exporters of human hair wigs are China, Indonesia, Hong Kong SAR, U.S.A. and 

Italy.  The total export value is about 1,168,485,962 US dollars.  On the other 

hand the top importers of human hair wigs are U.S.A., Japan, U.K., France and 

Republic of Korea.  The total value of world import is about 985,819,210 US 

dollars. 

As far as the export of human hair, worked; wool / animal hair and other 

tex.mat, prepared for wigs etc., is concerned the total export quantity in the 

world during 2011 was 16,194 tonnes which was 12,059 tonnes in 2010 as can 

be observed from Table – 1. 

Table – I 

Export of Human hair, worked; wool / animal hair and other tex.mat, 
prepared for wigs etc., 

 

Country 

2010 2011 

In units 
(tons) 

Value in 
thousand US 

dollars 

In units 
(tons) 

Value in 
thousand US 

dollars 

China 5,839 59,521 7,020 56,633 
U.S.A. 2.493 10,501 3,305 14,721 
India 883 199,930 2,082 220,911 
Hong Kong China 1,544 17,452 1,847 25,623 
Nigeria 0 0 709 1,000 
Total (including others) 12,059 405,832 16,194 424,410 
 

Source:  ITC calculations based on UNCOMTRADE Statistics. 
 



Indian Exports 

India is the leading exporter of human hair.  Indian hair is considered to 

be fine, lustrous and free from chemical treatments making it suitable for 

manufacturing wigs.  The hair exported from India is either raw or processed/ 

polished. 

India exports various types of human hair viz., Remi, single drawn, 

double drawn, Weft, curly, wavy and non-remy.  Among these single drawn is 

exported in large volume since it is lengthy in nature as compared too other 

types. 

The export of long hair from India was a very big business in the 1960's 

and the demand was so much so that the prices kept on climbing to a very high 

level since the quantity of supply was limited.  In 1970 the Japanese found out 

the synthetic hair, which was much cheaper and can be manufactured to any 

length.  Due to this the entire market for natural human hair more or less 

collapsed for the next ten years.  However, in the mid 80's customers after 

using the synthetic hair for a long period realized that the natural hair 

eventhough expensive is far better in quality and comfort for wigs and 

extensions.  So the demand for human hair started picking up. 

At present, India accounts for 15 percent of world human hair import 

was 1,339 million US dollars.  China, Brazil, Hong Kong, Italy and U. S. are top 

five importers of Indian hair. 

Against the global imports of 1339 million US dollars of human hair in 

2010, India has exported 193.90 million US dollars worth of this.  China has 

been the top importer of human hair from India and it purchased 97.88 million 

US dollars worth in 2010-11, followed by Brazil, Hong Kong, Italy and U. S. A. 



The export of human hair from India was $179.11 million in 2008-09, 

rose to $ 193.90 million in 2009-10 but has falledn to $ 181.08 million in 2010-

11.  in terms of volume India exported 2,013 tons in 2008-09, 2,770 tons in 

2009-10 and 2,082 tons during 2010-11.  Country-wise export of human hair 

and others exported in terms of value is given in Table – II. 

 
Table-II 

Export of Human hair, worked; wool / animal hair and other tax.mat, 
prepared for wigs etc.,  

(value in US thousand dollars) 
 

Country 2007 2008 2009 2010 

China 107,391 92,860 93,952 93,150 

U.S.A. 3,897 9,297 8,608 14,600 

Hong Kong China 17,001 17,635 13,227 17,540 

Brazil 17,461 19,424 21,197 26,710 

Italy 12,679 18,133 16,622 13,740 

Spain 3,843 5,277 4,139 4,830 

Indonesia 5,723 6,099 7,380 9,200 

Netherlands 1,524 2,843 3,310 3,240 

Tunisia 392 3,393 3,368 7,330 

France 572 1,572 2,680 1,840 

Total (including others) 177,733 186,532 187,174 199,930 

 

Source:  ITC calculations based on UNCOMTRADE statistics. 
 

At present India is exporting human hair to more than 25 countries and 

the exports are increasing over these years.  Due to superiority in quality the 

demand for human hair is increasing day by day.  Changes in cultural activities 



and booming fashion industry has created an opportunity to enhance the trade 

of human hair. 

Human hair business has become one of the busiest and noiseless 

industry in India.  This business has spread all over the world and India is now 

considered as the leading exporter of human hair and this can be increased 

further through regulation and procedures.  Apart from these the following 

steps are useful: 

� Systematic collection of human hair from temples. 

� Proper processing and grading of hair. 

� Establishment of industries domestically for value-addition.  

� Taking care of the workers who are involved in processing especially 

about their health. 

� Steps should be taken to identify new markets for human hair and its 

products in European markets. 

 

 

 


