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not enough SALt? 
the demand for salt is increasing especially in developing countries due to the large chemical 
manufacturing market. 

S
alt is one of the four fla-
vours and an essential 
nutrient that our bodies 
rightly crave. The history 
of salt production can be 

traced back to the dawn of human 
civilisation. As the time advanced, 
uses of salt increased and the method 
of producing salt also become a very 
important process. At present, salt 
has about 14000 known uses from 

food to industry to de-icing. Several 
forms of salt are available today, viz, 
table salt, iodised salt, Kosher salt, 
sea salt, rock salt, pickling salt, sea-
sonal salt and Celtic salt.

Global demand for salt is fore-
cast to grow 2.5 per cent per year to 
305 million metric tonnes in 2013. 
The demand for salt is increasing 
especially in developing countries 
due to the large chemical manu-

facturing market. China alone ac-
counts for nearly 25 per cent of the 
global salt demand and is the largest 
importer. In the same manner, de-
mand for salt in India and Ukraine 
may also grow in the future.

World production

At present, about 120 countries 
are actively engaged in salt produc-

Salt fields, Sambhar lake, Rajasthan 
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tion. India is the third largest salt 
producing country in the world after 
China and USA. The main sources of 
salt are sea brine, lake brine, Saub-
sail brine and rock salt deposits. The 
world production of salt in 2002 was 
216 million tonnes and a maximum 
of 255 million tonnes was produced 
in 2006. 

As far as country-wise production 
of salt is concerned, China’s produc-
tion during 2007-08 was 59.75 mil-
lion tonnes, while that of USA was 
about 41.80 million tonnes and that 
of India was 18.7 million tonnes dur-
ing the same period. Table I shows 
the trend in world salt production 

from 2002 to 2007.
Table II shows top ten salt pro-

ducing countries in the world during 
2006 and 2007.

Salt production in India

India is a traditional producer 
of salt from historical times. Salt 
is produced along the coast in the 
states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Orissa and West Bengal. In 
India, salt is produced by solar evap-
oration of sea brine or a combination 
of sea brine and sub-soil brine. It is 
also produced through lake brine in 
Sambhar Lake.

Salt producing centres

As far as marine salt is con-
cerned, it is being produced on the 
coasts of Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Orissa and West Bengal. The major 
producing centres are Jamnagar, 
Mithapur, Jhakhur, Chira, Bhavna-
gar and Rajula in Gujarat; Tuticorin, 
Vedaranyam and Covelong in Tamil 
Nadu; Chinnaganjam, Iskapalli, 

Kakinada, Naupada and 
Krishnapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh; Bhayandar and 
Palghar in Maharashtra 
Bhandup; Ganjam and Su-
madi in Orissa; and Contai 
in West Bengal.

On the other hand, the 
inland salt production is 
taking place in Rajasthan 
by using lake brine and 
sub-soil brine at Samb-
har Lake, Rajas, Kuchh-
man, etc. Salt production 
in Rann of Kutch is done 
by using sub-soil brine at 
Kharaghoda, Dhrangadha-
ra and Santalpur. In India, 
rock salt deposits are avail-
able at Mandi in Himachal 
Pradesh.

Gujarat is the major 

producer of salt followed by Tamil 
Nadu and Rajasthan. The share of 
Gujarat in the total production is 
about 75 per cent, while Tamil Na-
du’s contribution is around 12 per 
cent and that of Rajasthan is about 
8 per cent. 

ownership pattern

A major part of this industry is in 
the private and co-operative sectors. 
There are only seven public-/joint-
sector undertakings engaged in the 
production of salt. There are about 
13,000 salt producers engaged in the 
production of common salt over an 
area of about 550,000 acres in the 
country. It is estimated that 90 per 
cent of the total number of salt man-
ufacturers are small—salt producers 
with less than 10 acres for salt pro-
duction. 5.5 per cent are large-scale 
producers with more than 100 acres 
and 4.5 per cent are medium-sized 
producers having an extent between 
10 to 100 acres. 

Tables III and IV show state-, 
sector- and category-wise production 
of salt in 2008-09.

In terms of source-wise produc-
tion, 73 per cent of India’s salt pro-
duction comes from sea and the re-
maining from inland sources. As far 
as sea source is concerned, Gujarat 
alone produces 84.3 per cent of the 
salt. On the other hand, its inland 
share is 62.59 per cent.

In 2008-09, the target was 18.5 
million tonnes, while the production 
was 19.15 million tones. In 2007-08, 
the target was 18.5 million tonnes 
and the production was 17.8 million 
tonnes. During 2008-09, the produc-
tion in Gujarat and Rajasthan was 
above the target, while in Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Maharash-
tra it was lower than the targets.

Domestic consumption

Domestic consumption is both for 
home and industrial purposes. On 

Table I 

world Production of salt  
During 2002-07

Year Production (tonnes) 

2002 216,234,465
2003 193,599,773
2004 229,045,418
2005 233,331,116
2006 255,291,503
2007 244,726,646 

Source: British Geological Survey 

Table II 

Top 10 salt Producers 
in the world

(tonnes)

Countries 2006 2007

China 54,031,600 59,755,300
USA 56,000,000 41,860,000
India 18,085,800 18,702,000
Germany 17,470,000 13,395,000
Canada 13,405,660 11,815,000
Australia 11,424,000 10,801,000
Mexico 8,371,353 8,859,809
Netherlands 6,056,000 6,177,000
France 9,371,000 6,139,840
UK 5,800,000 5,800,000
World total  
(including others) 255,291,503 244,726,646 

Source: British Geological Survey 
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an average, 5-5.7 million tonnes of 
salt is supplied for human consump-
tion and around 9 million tonnes for 
industrial purposes. Since the adop-
tion of the strategy of universal salt 
iodisation and consumption for elim-
ination of iodine deficiency disorders 
in the country under the National 
Iodine Deficiency Disorder Control 
Programme (NIDDCP), India pro-

duces about 5.4 million tonnes of io-
dised salt and supplies it for human 
consumption.

On the other hand, in indus-
tries salt is mainly consumed by the 
caustic soda and soda ash units. In 
2008-09, the production of soda ash 
and caustic soda was 2.13 million 
tonnes and 2.19 million tonnes, re-
spectively.

Table IV 

state- and Category-wise salt Production in 2008-09
(‘000 tonnes)

State C-I C-II C-III C-IV C-V

Andhra Pradesh 93.9 48.8 70.2 88.5 301.4
Goa 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.8 1.8
Gujarat 10,296.0 39.7 1,558.2 3,010.0 14,903.9
Himachal Pradesh 2.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.1
Karnataka 0.8 0.0 10.2 3.7 14.7
Maharashtra 105.7 47.2 33.1 1.6 187.6
Orissa 9.9 3.9 9.6 0.0 23.4
Rajasthan 186.2 84.3 23.8 1,757.7 2,052.0
Tamil Nadu 705.4 128.0 150.1 668.8 1,652.3
West Bengal 3.8 6.8 0.9 0.0 11.5
Diu & Daman 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.5
Total 11,403.8 359.2 1,856.1 5,532.1 19,151.2

Note: C-I=Exceeding 100 acres; C-II=10-100 acres; C-III=Co-operative societies; C-IV=up to 10 acres 
Source: Salt Department, government of India 

Table V 

state-wise Demand-supply 
of iodised salt in 2008-09

(‘000 tonnes)

State Demand Supply

Andhra Pradesh 475 155.68
Assam 278.4 253.03
Arunachal Pradesh 11.8 0.00
Bihar 549.8 450.83
Chattisgarh 149.5 151.60
Delhi 190.9 225.57
Gujarat 311.2 299.47
Goa 8.3 0.65
Himchal Pradesh 37.4 4.62
Haryana 129.7 31.19
Jammu & Kashmir 61.9 36.15
Jharkhand 243.6 157.60
Kerala 195.8 143.65
Karnataka 328.9 125.57
Manipur 23.2 11.88
Madhya Pradesh 371.4 208.65
Maharashtra 595.0 350.60
Meghalaya 18.5 0.00
Mizoram 9.3 5.18
Nagaland 16.2 5.79
Orissa 227.4 169.08
Punjab 151.2 86.70
Rajasthan 347.3 202.18
Sikkim 6.9 0.00
Tamil Nadu 381.9 450.17
Tripura 34.8 16.49
UP 933.0 744.20
Uttaranchal 53.4 13.50
West Bengal 706.0 616.39
Andaman & Nicobar 2.2 0.02
Chandigarh 5.5 0.84
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1.4 0.19
Diu & Daman 0.9 0.00
Lakshadweep 0.4 0.00
Pondicherry 6.0 5.21

Source: Salt Department, government of India 

Table III 

state- and sector-wise salt Production in 2008-09
(‘000 tonnes)

State Public/joint sector Private sector Co-op. sector Total

Andhra Pradesh 0.4 230.8 70.2 301.4
Goa — 1.8 — 1.8
Gujarat 0.0 13,345.7 1,558.2 14,903.9
Himachal Pradesh 2.1 — — 2.1
Karnataka — 4.5 10.2 14.07
Maharashtra — 154.5 33.1 187.6
Orissa — 13.8 9.6 23.4
Rajasthan 183.0 1,845.2 23.8 2,052.0
Tamil Nadu 146.1 1,356.1 150.1 1,652.3
West Bengal — 10.6 0.9 11.5
Diu & Daman — 0.5 — 0.5
Total 331.6 16,963.5 1,856.1 19,151.2

Source:  Salt Department, government of India 

As far as the supply of iodised 
salt to the states is concerned, the to-
tal demand in India as a whole dur-
ing 2008-09 was 5.2 million tonnes, 
whereas the supply was 4.92 million 
tonnes. The major consuming states 
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are UP, West Bengal, Bihar and Ta-
mil Nadu. Table V shows demand 
and supply of salt during 2008-09.

India exports salt both for hu-
man and industrial consumption. 
The country has been exporting salt 
to Japan, Vietnam, UAE, Quatar, 
Korea, Indonesia and Kenya. Among 
these, Japan is the largest buyer. For 
exports, salt is washed in mecha-
nised washing plants and upgraded 
to international standard having 
purity of 99.5 per cent for the chlor-
alkhali industry. The major quantity 
of washed salt is exported to Quatar, 
Japan and other countries. 

During 2008-09, India exported 
salt to more than 60 countries and 
the total volume during this pe-
riod was 2438.9 thousand tonnes 
as against 1893.1 thousand tonnes 
in 2007-08. Exports are taking 
place mainly through sea transport. 

Kandla port exports the maximum 
volume of salt followed by Mundra, 
Jakhan Tuticorin and Navlakhi.

At the same time, so as to bridge 
the gap between demand and supply, 
India has been importing rock salt 
from Pakistan for over three years. 
India imported 30,645 tonnes of salt 
valued at Rs 55.2 million during 
2008-09.

Future opportunities

Global demand as well as domes-
tic consumption of salt has increased 
in recent years. India has a very 
long coast line and additional land 
is available to develop this indus-
try. The government has identified 
590,000 acres of land for salt produc-
tion in the country, of which 320,000 
acres are already being used.

Apart from this, the productivity 

in India is much lower. By increas-
ing the productivity, the total pro-
duction of salt is expected to reach 
38-40 million tonnes by 2020. The 
country has potential to increase 
production, productivity and quality. 
The scope for exports is increasing 
especially due to industrial demand 
in the global economy. So what is 
needed is grabbing the opportuni-
ties. However, extra care should be 
taken of the labourers, by treating 
this as farming and providing the 
incentives to the labourers. In the 
meantime, attention needs to be 
paid towards improving their stand-
ard since a substantial portion of it 
is yet to meet the standards set by 
the Indian chlor-alkali industry, let 
alone global standards.                   

The author is a professor in Department 
of Economics at Vivekananda College, 
Puttur, Karnataka 


